
AGENDA FOR THE  
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF  

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2005 AT 10:00 A.M. 
CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 12TH FLOOR 

202 “C” STREET 
SAN DIEGO, CA  92101 

--------------------------- 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The public portion of the meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.  The City Council may 
meet in Closed Session this morning from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Copies of the Closed 
Session agenda are available in the Office of the City Clerk. 
 
 
 

OTHER LEGISLATIVE MEETINGS 
 
The SAN DIEGO HOUSING AUTHORITY is scheduled to meet today in the Council 
Chambers.  A separate agenda is published for it, and is available in the Office of the City Clerk.  
For more information, please contact the Housing Authority Secretary at (619) 578-7540. 
 
 
 
ITEM-300: ROLL CALL. 
 
 
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This portion of the agenda provides an opportunity for members of the public to address the 
Council on items of interest within the jurisdiction of the Council.  (Comments relating to items 
on today’s docket are to be taken at the time the item is heard.) 
 
Time allotted to each speaker is determined by the Chair, however, comments are limited to no 
more than three (3) minutes total per subject regardless of the number of those wishing to 
speak.  Submit requests to speak to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting.  Pursuant to 
the Brown Act, no discussion or action, other than a referral, shall be taken by Council on any 
issue brought forth under “Non-Agenda Public Comment.” 
 
 
COUNCIL, CITY ATTORNEY, CITY MANAGER COMMENT 
 
 
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE 
 
The Council will now consider requests to continue specific items.   
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=== LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE === 

 
 

Adoption Agenda, Discussion, Other Legislative Items 
 
ITEM-330: Mitigated Negative Declaration for Various Underground Utility Districts 

with Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  (Various Community 
Plan Areas.  Districts 2, 3, 6, 7, and 8.) 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  The public hearing to 
consider whether to create the Underground Utility Districts was 
tentatively scheduled for 5/24/2005.  The public hearing has since been 
moved to 6/21/2005 to allow additional time to notify affected property 
owners.  The City Manager requests this item be continued to 6/21/2005 to 
consolidate this action with the public hearing on whether to create the 
Underground Utility Districts.  Unless continued, this action adopts the 
resolution. 

 
 
ITEM-331: Grant Application to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) for Lead Hazard Reduction Demonstration Grant 
Program. 
SAN DIEGO HOUSING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION:  
Adopt the resolution. 
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=== LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) === 
 
 

Noticed Hearings, Discussion 
 
ITEM-332:  Skyline Hills Townhomes.  (Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan Area.  

District 8.) 
 

Matter of approving, conditionally approving, modifying or denying the 
construction of a 66-unit, residential condominium development, 
consisting of 22 triplex buildings and associated site improvements.  The 
project requires the following approvals: 

 
A Progress Guide and General Plan/Skyline-Paradise Hills Community 
Plan Amendment to redesignate the site from single-family use to multi-
family use; A Rezone from RS-1-7 (single-family zone) to RM-1-1 (multi-
family zone); An Easement Vacation to vacate a drainage easement; A 
Tentative Map to allow for the condominium development; A Planned 
Development Permit for a deviation to building height; and, A Site 
Development Permit for potential impacts to environmentally sensitive 
lands. 

 
The 5.2-acre, vacant site is located on the east side of Meadowbrook 
Drive, north of Paradise Valley Road. 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolutions in 
subitems A, B, and D; adopt the resolution in subitem E to grant the 
permit; and introduce the ordinance in subitem C: 

 
 
ITEM-333: Upas and Brant Street: Public Right-of-Way Vacation.  (Uptown 

Community Plan Area.  District 3.) 
 

The Council of The City of San Diego, California, will conduct a public 
hearing, as part of a scheduled City Council meeting, on the following 
project: Proposed Public Right-of-Way Vacation for an unimproved 
portion of Upas Street between Brant Street and Curlew Street in the 
RS-1-7 and RS-1-1 Zones. 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution. 
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=== LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) === 
 
 

Noticed Hearings, Discussion (Continued) 
 
ITEM-334:  Del Cerro Heights Upper Gate.  (Navajo Community Plan Area.  

District 7.) 
 

Matter of the appeal by Lisa Worley and Del Cerro Heights HOA 
regarding the Planning Commission’s denial of a request by the Del Cerro 
Heights Homeowner’s Association for Planned Development Permit No. 
9812, Amending Planned Residential Development Permit No. 15, to 
allow controlled access/egress of an existing “emergency access only” 
gate by residents.  Said gate is located adjacent to Pasatiempo Avenue. 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution in 
subitem A to grant the appeal and overturn the decision of the Planning 
Commission and to grant the permit; and adopt the resolution in 
subitem B. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Docket Items 
 
Adjournment in Honor of Appropriate Parties 
 
Adjournment 
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=== EXPANDED CITY COUNCIL AGENDA === 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 
  ITEM-330: Mitigated Negative Declaration for Various Underground Utility Districts with 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. 
 

(Various Community Plan Areas.  Districts 2, 3, 6, 7, and 8.) 
 
(Continued from the meeting of April 18, 2005, Item S403, Subitem B, at the City 
Manager’s request, in order to consolidate the action with the public hearing on 
5/24/2005). 

 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:    
 

The public hearing to consider whether to create the Underground Utility Districts was 
tentatively scheduled for 5/24/2005.  The public hearing has since been moved to 
6/21/2005 to allow additional time to notify affected property owners.  The City Manager 
requests this item be continued to 6/21/2005 to consolidate this action with the public 
hearing on whether to create the Underground Utility Districts. 
 
Unless continued, this action adopts the following resolution: 

 
(R-2005-1041 Cor. Copy) 

 
Certifying that Mitigated Negative Declaration Project No. 63220, on file in the 
Office of the City Clerk, has been completed in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (California Public Resources Code Section 
21000 et seq.), as amended, and the State guidelines thereto (California Code of 
Regulations section 15000 et seq.), that the declaration reflects the independent 
judgment of the City of San Diego as Lead Agency and that the information 
contained in the report, together with any comments received during the public 
review process, has been reviewed and considered by this Council in connection 
with the approval of the following underground utility districts: 
 
• District 2 Block 2-J, as described in Exhibit A, to this resolution and more 

particularly shown on Drawing No. 33492-1-D, and; 
 

• District 3 Block 3-EE, as described in Exhibit B, to this resolution and more 
particularly shown on Drawing No. 33493-1-D and; 
 

• District 7 Block 7-CC, as described in Exhibit C, to this resolution and more 
particularly shown on Drawing  No. 33496-1-D, and; 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-330: (Continued) 
 

• District 8 Block 8-G, as described in Exhibit D, to this resolution and more 
particularly shown on Drawing 33497-1-D and; 

 
• Hotel Circle North from Circle South to Hotel Circle Place, as described in 

Exhibit E, to this resolution and more particularly shown on Drawing 
No. 33555-1-D. 

 
That pursuant to California Public Resource Code Section 21081.6, the City 
Council adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, or alterations 
to implement the changes to the project as required by this body in order to 
mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment, a copy of which is 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
That the City Clerk is directed to file a Notice of Determination (NOD) with the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors for the County of San Diego regarding this 
project. 
 

 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
This action is to approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration for various Underground Utility 
Districts with a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  The proposed districts are 
identified in CIP-37-028.0, “Annual Allocation – Underground of City Utilities,” and will 
underground the overhead utility facilities within the designated districts.  The public hearing to 
consider whether to create these districts is scheduled for 6/21/2005. 
 
The formation of these districts will require the removal and/or underground conversion of 
certain overhead power and communications wires with poles within the established boundary. 
The expense of the underground installation and removal of overhead electric facilities within 
the right-of-way will be financed through City of San Diego Undergrounding Surcharge 
Fund 30100, contingent upon receipt of funds from San Diego Gas & Electric.  The expense of 
the underground installation and removal of overhead facilities within the right-of-way for all 
other utilities will be the responsibility of the utility companies in accordance with California 
Public Utilities Commission Rules. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-330: (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: (Continued) 
 
It is the responsibility of the individual property owner(s), for the trenching and other related 
work to convert their property to receive electrical, telecommunication and cable television from 
an underground service.  However, San Diego Gas & Electric will offer to property owner(s), 
within the Underground Utility District, to perform all the work necessary to convert private 
property, including necessary conduits for telephone and cable facilities at no cost to the property 
owner(s).  In order to take advantage of San Diego Gas & Electric’s offer to perform this work, 
property owners are required to sign a Permit to Enter Form (PTE).  The City will also provide 
and plant a new trees for any property owner(s) who are willing to take responsibility for the 
watering and caring of the tree until it becomes established. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None with this action alone.  The impact associated with creation of the Underground Utility 
Districts, like the construction cost and other indirect costs such as administration, archaeological 
monitoring, street light replacement, street improvement, minor City forces, and other related 
work, is estimated at $16,181,792.  Funds will be available in Fund 30100, Undergrounding 
Surcharge Fund, contingent upon receipt of funds from San Diego Gas & Electric. 
 
Mendes/Boekamp/AO 
 
Staff: Nathan Bruner – (619) 533-3777. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331: Grant Application to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) for Lead Hazard Reduction Demonstration Grant Program. 
 
SAN DIEGO HOUSING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Adopt the following resolution: 
 

(R-2005-1174) 
 

Authorizing the President and Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego Housing 
Commission to: (1) apply to HUD for the new grant funding; and, if awarded, 
(2) execute contracts with HUD to accept the funds; (3) execute contracts with 
participating non-profit agencies and city departments to implement the program; 
and (4) amend the FY06 Housing Commission Budget to accept the funds. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS: 
 
 
 
  ITEM-332: Skyline Hills Townhomes. 
 

Matter of approving, conditionally approving, modifying or denying the 
construction of a 66-unit, residential condominium development, consisting of 22 
triplex buildings and associated site improvements.  The project requires the 
following approvals: 

 
A Progress Guide and General Plan/Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan 
Amendment to redesignate the site from single-family use to multi-family use; A 
Rezone from RS-1-7 (single-family zone) to RM-1-1 (multi-family zone); An 
Easement Vacation to vacate a drainage easement; A Tentative Map to allow for 
the condominium development; A Planned Development Permit for a deviation to 
building height; and, A Site Development Permit for potential impacts to 
environmentally sensitive lands. 

 
The 5.2-acre, vacant site is located on the east side of Meadowbrook Drive, north 
of Paradise Valley Road. 

 
(MND/PG&GP-CPA No. 198836/RZ No. 011305/Drainage Easement Vacation 
No. 194762/TM No. 011309/PDP No. 011303/SDP No. 206466/Project No. 6777.  
Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan Area.  District 8.) 

 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Adopt the resolutions in subitems A, B, and D; adopt the resolution in subitem E to grant 
the permit; and introduce the ordinance in subitem C: 

 
Subitem-A:   (R-2005-1179) 

 
Adoption of a Resolution certifying that Mitigated Negative Declaration Project 
No. 6777  has been completed in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act of 1970 (California Public Resources Code section 21000 et seq.), as 
amended, and the State guidelines thereto (California Code of Regulations section 
15000 et seq.), that the declaration reflects the independent judgment of the City 
of San Diego as Lead Agency and that the information contained in the report, 
together with any comments received during the public review process, has been 
reviewed and considered by this Council in connection with the approval of a 
community plan amendment, planned development permit, site development 
permit, rezone, tentative map and easement abandonment for the Skyline Hills 
Townhomes project; 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-332: (Continued) 
 
 Subitem-A: (Continued) 
 

That the City Council finds that project revisions now mitigate potentially 
significant effects on the environment  previously identified in the Initial Study 
and therefore, that the Mitigated Negative Declaration is approved; 

 
That pursuant to California Public Resources Code section 21081.6, the City 
Council adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, or alterations 
to implement the changes to the project as required by this body in order to 
mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, as Exhibit A, and incorporated herein by reference; 

 
That the City Clerk is directed to file a Notice of Determination (NOD) with the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors for the County of San Diego regarding the 
above project. 

 
 Subitem-B:   (R-2005-1180) 
 

Adoption of a Resolution amending the Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan;  
 
Amending the Progress Guide and General Plan for the City of San Diego to 
incorporate the above amended plan. 

 
 Subitem-C:   (O-2005-132) 
 

Introduction of an Ordinance of the Council of the City of San Diego changing a 
5.2-acre site, located on the east side of Meadowbrook Drive, north of Paradise 
Valley Road, in the Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan Area, in the City of 
San Diego, California, from the RS-1-7 Zone into the RM-1-1 Zone, as defined by 
San Diego Municipal Code Section 131.0406, and repealing Ordinance No. 
O-11731 (New Series), adopted December 10, 1975, of the Ordinances of the City 
of San Diego insofar as the same conflicts herewith. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-332: (Continued) 
 

Subitem-D:   (R-2005-1181) 
 

Adoption of a Resolution certifying findings supported by the minutes, maps and 
exhibits, with respect to Tentative Map No. 011309; 

 
That pursuant to Government Code section 66445(j) a portion of the public utility 
easement located within the project boundaries as shown in Tentative Map No. 
011309, shall be vacated, contingent upon the recordation of the approved final 
map for the project; 

 
That the recommendation of the Planning Commission is sustained, and Tentative 
Map No. 011309 is granted to Meadowbrook Homes, LLC, Applicant/Subdivider 
and Lundstrom and Associates, Engineer, subject to the attached conditions, 
which are made a part of this resolution. 

 
 Subitem-E:   (R-2005-  ) 
 

Adoption of a Resolution granting or denying Planned Development Permit 
No. 011303 and Site Development Permit No. 206466, with appropriate findings 
to support Council action. 

 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Planning Commission on April 7, 2005, voted 4-0-3 to recommend approval of the 
project on the consent agenda;  no opposition. 

 
Ayes:    Schultz, Chase, Griswold, Ontai 
Recusing:  Garcia, Otsuji, Steele 

 
The Skyline-Paradise Hills Planning Committee, on January 11, 2005, recommended 
unanimous approval of the project by a vote of 12-0-0 with no conditions. 

 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
The Skyline Hills Community Project is a Progress Guide and General Plan/Skyline-Paradise 
Hills Community Plan No. 198836, Rezone No. 011305, Tentative Map No. 011309, Drainage 
Easement Vacation No. 194762, Planned Development Permit No. 011303 and Site 
Development Permit No. 206466 to allow the construction of a 66-unit, condominium 
development within 22 triplex buildings on a vacant 5.2-acre site located on the east side of 
Meadowbrook Drive, just north of Paradise Valley Road. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-332: (Continued) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
All staff costs associated with the processing of this project are recovered from a separate deposit 
provided and maintained by the applicant. 
 
Frazier/Halbert/SMT 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  
 
The proposed project site lies within the Skyline-Paradise Hills Community Plan area, and 
Council District 4.  A rezone from RS-1-7 to RM-1-1 is also proposed.  Legal Description:  
Lot 32 of Highland Bluffs Map No. 8673. 
 
Staff:  Sandra Teasley – (619) 446-5271. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-333: Upas and Brant Street: Public Right-of-Way Vacation. 
 

The Council of The City of San Diego, California, will conduct a public hearing, 
as part of a scheduled City Council meeting, on the following project: Proposed 
Public Right-of-Way Vacation for an unimproved portion of Upas Street between 
Brant Street and Curlew Street in the RS-1-7 and RS-1-1 Zones. 

 
(Uptown Community Plan Area.  District 3.) 

 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:    
 

Adopt the following resolution: 
 

Subitem-A:   (R-2005-1134) 
 

Adoption of a Resolution vacating the portion of the Upas Street right-of-way 
between Brant Street and Curlew Street, as described in the legal description 
marked as Exhibit “A,” and as more particularly shown in Drawing No. 20099-B, 
labeled Exhibit “B,” on file in the office of the City Clerk; 
 
That the City Clerk shall cause a certified copy of this resolution, along with 
Exhibits “A” and “B,” attested by him under seal, to be recorded in the office of 
the County Recorder. 

 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
The project proposes the vacation of the unimproved Upas Street right-of-way between Brant 
Street and Curlew Street within the Uptown Community Plan area.  The portion of the right-of-
way proposed to be vacated is an unimproved “paper” street.  The right-of-way vacation is 
requested by the adjacent property owners primarily to gain ownership, and therefore access to 
the area which would allow for the clearing of brush and general maintenance of the property.  
There is no intent to develop the vacated portion of the street and as part of this requested action, 
both property owners have agreed to place a non-building easement over the entire vacated right-
of-way area.  However, if approved, the vacated portion of the right-of-way would increase the 
lot size and therefore, the development potential of the adjacent properties by increasing the 
allowable gross floor area.   
 
The unimproved right-of-way connecting Brant Street to the east with Curlew Street to the west 
is on a heavily vegetated natural slope.  The grade of the slope on the westerly portion of the 
right-of-way is generally greater than 25%, which qualifies as steep hillside pursuant to the 
definition in the Land Development Code and as such, is considered an environmentally 
sensitive resource. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-333: (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: (Continued) 
 
The vegetation on the slope is predominately non-native material including mature eucalyptus 
trees, succulents and ornamental groundcover.  Due to the non-building easement, no building or 
grading would occur within the vacated right-of-way and existing landscape materials would 
remain.  Brush management and selective clearing is the intended action.  The development 
Services Department has provided a recommendation supporting the proposed vacation based on 
the fact that the right-of-way is not being used for the intended purpose of a street, which the 
California Vehicle Code (590) defines as “a way or place of whatever nature, publicly 
maintained and open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.”  Additionally, 
staff has determined that the Upas Street right-of-way between Brant Street and Curlew Street is 
no longer required and unnecessary for present or prospective public use.  Therefore, 
improvements to this section of the street including the necessary grading and paving are 
unlikely to occur in the future.  Lastly, staff has determined that the proposed vacation qualifies 
as a “summary” vacation and does not require a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission. 
 
The proposed vacation of the Upas Street Right-of-Way meets all of the criteria that would allow 
a decision maker to affirm all of the required findings.  That is, the portion of the Street proposed 
to be vacated does not provide access to any of the abutting properties and the steep grade of the 
hillside makes it unlikely that the street would be improved in the future to a degree that would 
facilitate vehicular access.  The general public would benefit from the vacation because the area 
to be vacated would remain as undeveloped natural space and the adjacent owner would assume 
the responsibility for the general maintenance and upkeep as well as any liability associated with 
the property.  The abutting property owners would benefit from the closure by regaining the 
vacated portion of the right-of-way and increasing the size and value of their properties.  The 
proposed vacation would not adversely effect the Uptown Community Plan and would be 
consistent with the Land Development Code.  The proposed vacation would not affect existing 
access to properties along Brant Street or Curlew and would not affect traffic circulation in the 
area.   
 
On November 4, 2003, the Uptown Planners voted to deny the street vacation with a vote of 
11-5-0.  No specific issues were identified regarding the recommendation to deny the street 
vacation.  The minutes from the November 2003 meeting are attached to the Recommendation 
Sheet within this package. 
 
Halbert/Frazier/PH 
 
Staff: Patrick Hooper - (619) 557-7992. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-334: Del Cerro Heights Upper Gate. 
 

Matter of the appeal by Lisa Worley and Del Cerro Heights HOA regarding the 
Planning Commission’s denial of a request by the Del Cerro Heights 
Homeowner’s Association for Planned Development Permit No. 9812, Amending 
Planned Residential Development Permit No. 15, to allow controlled 
access/egress of an existing “emergency access only” gate by residents.  Said gate 
is located adjacent to Pasatiempo Avenue. 

 
  (See City Manager Report CMR-05-114.  Navajo Community Plan Area.  

District 7.) 
 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:    
  
 Adopt the resolution in subitem A to grant the appeal and overturn the decision of the 

Planning Commission and to grant the permit; and adopt the resolution in subitem B: 
 

Subitem-A:     (R-2005-  ) 
 

Adoption of a Resolution granting or denying the appeal, and upholding or 
overturning the decision of the Planning Commission and granting or denying 
Planned Development Permit No. 9812, with appropriate findings to support 
Council action. 

   
Subitem-B:     (R-2005-  ) 

 
Adoption of a resolution certifying that Mitigated Negative Declaration Number 
No. 5937, has been completed in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act of 1970 (California Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) as 
amended, and the State guidelines thereto (California Administration Code 
Section 15000 et seq.), that the report reflects the independent judgment of the 
City of San Diego as Lead Agency and that the information contained in said 
report, together with any comments received during the public review process, 
has been reviewed and considered by the City Council; 
 
That the City Council finds that project revisions now mitigate potentially 
significant effects on the environment previously identified in the Initial Study 
and approving the Mitigated Negative Declaration; 
 
That pursuant to California Public Resources Code, Section 21081.6, the City 
Council hereby adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, or 
alterations to implement the changes to the project as required by this body in 
order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-334: (Continued) 
 
 Subitem-B: (Continued) 
 

That the City Clerk is directed to file a Notice of Determination (NOD) with the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors for the County of San Diego regarding the 
above project. 

     
Planning Commission on February 3, 2005, voted 5-0 to deny; was opposition. 

 
Ayes:    Steele, Garcia, Chase, Schultz, Otsuji 
Not present:  Ontai 
 
The Navajo Community Planning Group has recommended approval of this project. 

 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
The Del Cerro Heights Upper Gate PDP, Amending PRD No. 15, proposes to permit the 
modification of an existing gated entry for controlled access by residents.  The development is 
located south of Camino Rico, west of Pasatiempo Avenue and east of Bernadette Lane, within 
the Navajo Community Plan Area.   
 
In 1971, the City Council approved PRD No. 15, which allowed development of 230 dwelling 
units in the RS-1-7 and Hillside Review Overlay Zones.  This development was approved with 
two access points, which include a main entry gate, “Lower Gate”, at Camino Rico, and a second 
gated access, “Upper Gate”, at Rancho Park Drive west of Pasatiempo Avenue.  Due to 
neighborhood concerns regarding traffic impacts on existing streets, the Upper Gate was 
restricted for use to emergency vehicles only. 
 
In 1976, the City Council denied a request to allow use of the Upper Gate by residents, finding 
that no material change in circumstances had occurred since approval of the original permit, and 
that the opening of the Upper Gate would create more traffic on neighboring streets.  In 1978 and 
1979, amendments to PRD 15 allowed revisions in housing products types and resulted in a 
reduction of the total number of dwelling units from 230 to 179.  These 179 units are existing. 
 
In 1987, the Del Cerro Heights HOA filed an application to Amend PRD 15 to allow 
modification of the Upper Gate to allow general ingress and egress by residents of the 
development.  The Planning Director’s decision to deny the request was appealed to the Planning 
Commission.  The Planning Commission denied the appeal of the Planning Director’s decision, 
and the Upper Gate was required to remain available for emergency use only.  
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-334: (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: (Continued) 
 
The Planning Commission’s decision was appealed to the City Council, which determined that 
there was no material change in circumstance, and affirmed the Planning Commission’s decision 
to deny the appeal.  The Upper Gate has remained restricted to emergency use only. 
 
In 2003, the Del Cerro Heights HOA filed the current application for a PDP, again requesting 
that controlled access of the Upper Gate be permitted for residents.  Guests and delivery vehicles 
would be restricted to using the Lower Gate located at the main entrance.  The Applicant’s 
request indicates that since the PRD was approved, there have been changes in circumstances 
which warrant modification of the Upper Gate to allow controlled access.  A copy of this 
information is included as Attachment 10. 
 
On February 3, 2005, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to deny the application for 
amendment.  The Commissioners concluded that the property owner currently has the ability to 
install an emergency access gate providing ingress and egress, which would serve their needs as 
required by the existing PRD.  Copies of the resolution of denial and the approved meeting 
minutes are included as Attachment 15 and 16 respectively. 
 
On February 3, 2005, an adjacent property owner filed an appeal indicating that a gate associated 
with an 18-foot wide access easement leading to an existing City Reservoir has been locked.  
The easement is off-site to the PRD 15 boundary.  This access easement has been improved with 
an asphalt roadway and leads from the terminus of Rockhurst Court public right-of-way (cul-de-
sac), upward to an existing reservoir.  This roadway is adjacent to an existing cul-de-sac within 
the Del Cerro Heights development (Caminito de la Taza) and is unrelated to the access issue 
from the Upper Gate.  A copy of this appeal is included as Attachment 17. 
 
On February 16, 2005, the Del Cerro Heights HOA filed a separate appeal indicating that the 
findings to deny the request were not supported.  A copy of this appeal is included as 
Attachment 17. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None with this action.  All staff costs associated with processing this project are recovered from 
a separate deposit account provided and maintained by the Applicant. 
 
Halbert/Frazier/WCT 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICED HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-334: (Continued) 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  
 
The 52-acre site is generally located west of Pasatiempo Avenue, between Rockhurst Court and 
Camino Rico, easterly of College Avenue, in the RS-1-7 (Single-Family Residential) Zone of the 
Navajo Community Plan Area.  The project site is legally described as Del Cerro Heights, Units 
1-4, Map Nos. 7586, 7923, 7924, and 7925. 
 
Staff:  Bill Tripp (619) 446-5273. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NON-DOCKET ITEMS 
 
ADJOURNMENT IN HONOR OF APPROPRIATE PARTIES 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 


